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	Dr. Xiaodong Wang
王曉東 博士
Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute; and Professor, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center


Dr. Xiaodong Wang is Professor and George L. MacGregor Distinguished Chair in Biomedical Science at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, Texas. Dr. Wang was born in 1963 in Wuhan, China and grew up in Xingxiang, Henan Province.
Dr. Wang received his B.S. degree in Biology from Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China in 1984, and Ph.D. degree in Biochemistry from the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, Texas in 1991. Upon finishing his Ph.D. degree, he stayed at UT-Southwestern for his postdoctoral training from 1991 to 1995. After a brief stay at Emory University, he came back to UT-Southwestern in 1996 as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Biochemistry. He then joined the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) as an Assistant Investigator in 1997 and currently is both an Investigator at HHMI and the George L. MacGregor Distinguished Chair in Biomedical Science at UT-Southwestern. Since 2003, he also serves as a Co-Director for the new National Institute of Biological Sciences, Beijing, China.
His research primarily centers on the biochemical mechanisms of programmed cell death, or apoptosis, in mammalian and human cells. By helping to piece together the molecular puzzle of how cells commit suicide, Dr Wang’s research may eventually lead to new treatments for cancer, neurological disorders, and other diseases. He has shown that mitochondria play a surprising role in the cell death process by releasing the mitochondrial proteins cytochrome c, Smac, and endonuclease G. Cytochrome c and Smac activate a cascade of signals that ultimately trigger cell death, while endonuclease G causes DNA damage by cleaving chromatin DNA, an event that also leads to apoptosis.
For his work, he was recently honored in 2007 with the Richard Lounsbery Award from the National Academy of Sciences, and in 2006 with the Shaw Prize in Life Science and Medicine from the Hong Kong-based Shaw Foundation. Dr. Wang is a member of the National Academy of Sciences and also received that organization's Award in Molecular Biology in 2004. Among his many other honors, he has received the Hackerman Award in Chemical Research from the Welch Foundation, the Paul Marks Prize from the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, the Eli Lilly Award from the American Chemical Society, the Schering-Plough Award from the American Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, and the Young Investigator Award from the Society of Chinese Biomedical Scientists in America.












